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To  the 

Chairman  and  Members  of  the 
East  Elloe  Rural  District  Council 


Mr.  Chairman,  Madam  and  Gentlemen, 

I present  herewith  the  report  for  the  year  1950  in  accordance 
with  G.R.O.  Circular  (M.O.H.)  No.  3/1951, 

Dr.  I.  M.  Cullum  held  office  until  31st  May,  1950,  when  I 
succeeded  her. 

I would  like  to  express  my  thanks  to  the  officials  of  all  depart- 
ments and  Members  of  the  Council  for  their  courtesy  and  co- 
operation at  all  times. 

I am.  Gentlemen, 

Your  obedient  servant, 


RAYMOND  MILLER, 
Medical  Officer  of  Health. 


STATISTICS  AND  SOCIAL  CONDITIONS  OF  THE  AREA. 

The  area  of  the  district  is  ...  ...  ...  ...  (acres)  84,597 

The  Registrar  General's  estimated  mid-year 
Home  Population  hgure  (used  in  the  calcu- 
lation of  the  birth  and  death  rates)  is  ...  23,180 

Rateable  value  (31st  March)  1951  ...  ...  £70,735 

Sum  represented  by  Id.  rate  ...  ...  ...  £279  9s.  7.5d. 

The  number  of  inhabited  houses  according  to  the  rate  books  is 
6,883  and  is  distributed  as  follows  : 


Parish 

Total 

Houses 

Est. 

Pop. 

Area  in 
Acres 

Fleet 

419 

1,411 

6,837 

Gedney 

669 

2,254 

11,679 

Gedney  Hill 

119 

401 

1,865 

Lutton 

273 

920 

3,793 

Sutton  St.  Edmund 

167 

562 

4,670 

Sutton  St,  James 

195 

657 

2,707 

Little  Sutton 

48 

161 

743 

Tydd  St.  Mary 

273 

919 

4,637 

Whaplode 

554 

1,865 

) ® 

10,688 

Whaplode  Drove 

249 

839 

1 

Wingland 

94 

316 

4,217 

Holbeach 

2047 

6,893 

22,666 

Long  Sutton 

908 

3,058 

3,931 

Sutton  Bridge 

868 

2,924 

6,164 

Totals  ... 

6883 

23,180 

84,597 
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EXTRACTS  FROM  VITAL  STATISTICS 


Live 


Births 

Legitimate 

Illegitimate 

Total  Live  Births 


Male  Female 
203  167 

15  13 

218  180 


Total 

370 

28 


398 


Adjusted  Birth  rate  per  1,000  of  estimated  Mid-Year  Home 
Population  ... 


Still  Births 


Male  Female 
Legitimate  5 5 

Illegitimate  — — 

Total  Still  Births  5 5 

Rate  per  1,000  total  (Live  and  Still)  births 


Total 

10 


10 


Deaths  Male  Female  Total 

no  no  220 

Adjusted  Death  rate  per  1,000  of  estimated  Mid-Year  Home 
Population  ...  ...  ...  ... 


Maternal  Mortality. 

Deaths  from  pregnancy,  child  birth  and  abortion  ... 
Rate  per  1,000  (Live  and  Still)  births 

Infantile  Mortality 

Deaths  of  Infants  under  1 year  of  age  : 


Male 

Female 

Total 

Legitimate 

8 

5 

13 

Illegitimate 

— 

1 

1 

Total 

8 

6 

14 

All  infants  per  1,000  live  births  ... 


18.54 


24.51 


9.11 


1 

2.45 


35.18 
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Deaths  of  infants  under  4 weeks  of  age  : 


Male 

Female 

Total 

Legitimate  6 

3 

9 

Illegitimate  — 

1 

1 

Total  6 

4 

10 

Such  infants  per  1,000  live  births 

« • • • • • 

• • • • • • 

25.12 

Deaths  from  : 

Male 

Female 

Total 

Cancer  ...  ...  13 

16 

29 

Measles — 

— 

— 

Whooping  Cough  — 

Gastritis,  enteritis 

— - 

— 

and  diarrhoea  ...  — 

Comments  on  Vital  Statistics. 

2 

2 

E.E.R.D.C. 

England 
& Wales 

Birth  Rate  ... 

. 

18.54 

15.8 

Death  Rate  ... 

. 

9.11 

11.6 

Death  Rate  of  Infants  under  1 year  ... 

35.18 

29.8 

In  general  the  Vital  Statistics  reveal  a satisfactory  state  of 
health  in  the  district. 


The  adjusted  birth  rate  of  18.54  per  1,000  of  the  estimated 
mid-year  Home  Population  is  much  higher  than  the  average  birth 
rate  of  15.8  for  England  and  Wales. 

The  death  rate  of  9.11  also  compares  favourably  with  that 
for  England  and  Wales  as  a whole. 
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NUMBERS  OF  DEATHS  FROM  PARTICULAR  CAUSES 
IN  EAST  ELLOE  RURAL  DISTRICT  IN  1950. 


Cause  of  Death 

Male  Female  Total 

Tuberculosis,  respiratory 

2 

— 

2 

Tuberculosis,  other  forms 

1 

— 

1 

Syphilitic  disease  . 

2 

— 

2 

Diphtheria 

— 

— 

— 

Whooping  Cough 

— 

— 

— 

Meningococcal  infections 

— 

— 

— 

Acute  Poliomyelitis 

— 

1 

1 

Measles 

— 

— 

— 

Other  infective  and  parasitic  diseases  ... 

— 

— 

— 

Malignant  neoplasm,  stomach  ... 

3 

5 

8 

Malignant  neoplasm,  lung,  bronchus  ... 

2 

1 

3 

Malignant  neoplasm,  breast 

— 

2 

2 

Malignant  neoplasm,  uterus 

— 

2 

2 

Other  malignant  and  lymphatic  neoplasms  ... 

8 

6 

14 

Leukaemia,  aleukaemia  ... 

— 

— 

— 

Diabetes  ... 

— 

1 

1 

Vascular  lesions  of  nervous  system  ... 

15 

18 

33 

Coronary  disease,  angina 

12 

8 

20 

Hypertension  with  heart  disease 

2 

2 

4 

Other  heart  disease 

20 

16 

36 

Other  circulatory  disease 

1 

2 

3 

Influenza  ... 

2 

— 

2 

Pneumonia 

4 

3 

7 

Bronchitis  ... 

4 

1 

5 

Other  diseases  of  respiratory  system  ... 

1 

— 

1 

Ulcer  of  stomach  and  duodenum 

1 

— 

1 

Gastritis,  enteritis  and  diarrhoea 

— 

2 

2 

Nephritis  and  nephrosis  ... 

— 

5 

5 

Hyperplasia  of  prostate  ... 

1 

— 

1 

Pregnancy,  childbirth,  abortion 

— 

1 

1 

Congenital  malformation 

1 

2 

3 

Other  defined  and  ill  defined  diseases  . 

23 

31 

54 

Motor  vehicle  accidents  ... 

1 

1 

2 

All  other  accidents 

4 

— 

4 

Suicide 

— - 

— 

— 

Homicide  and  operations  of  war 

— 

— 

— 

Totals 

no 

no 

220 
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PREVALENCE  OF,  AND  CONTROL  OVER,  INFECTIOUS 

AND  OTHER  DISEASES. 


Excluding  cases  of  Tuberculosis,  which  are  dealt  with 
separately,  444  cases  of  infectious  diseases  were  notified  during 
the  year. 


Disease 

No.  of 
Cases. 

Scarlet  Fever 

24 

Whooping  Cough  .. 

25 

Acute  Poliomyelitis  (Paralytic)  . 

5 

Measles 

354 

Diphtheria 

— 

Pneumonia 

18 

Paratyphoid  Fever 

1 

Erysipelas  .. 

13 

Food  Poisoning  ... 

— 

Puerperal  Pyrexia 

3 

Acute  Encephalitis  ...  .... 

1 

Total 

444 

Poliomyelitis  remains  one  of  the  greatest  problems  in  the 
practice  of  preventive  medicine,  and  I am  glad  to  be  able  to  report 
that  the  disease  was  limited  to  five  cases  in  this  district  in  1950. 


Analysis  of  Cases  of  Infectious  Disease  under  Age  Groups. 


Age  Group  in 

years 

Disease 

Under 

1 

1-2 

3-4 

5-9 

10- K 

15-24 

25 

& ever 

Not 

known 

Total 

Scarlet  Fever 

— 

3 

4 

15 

1 

1 



- 

24 

Whooping  Cough 
Acute  Poliomyelitis 

— 

5 

4 

11 

5 

— 

— 

— 

25 

(paralytic) 

— 

2 

1 

1 

— 

1 

— 

— 

5 

Measles  

10 

73 

74 

172 

12 

8 

5 

— 

354 

Diphtheria  

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Pneumonia 

1 

1 

2 

1 

1 

— 

9 

3 

18 

Paratyphoid  Fever 

— 

— 

— 

• — 

— 

1 

— 

— 

1 

Erysipelas  

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

8 

5 

13 

Food  Poisoning  ... 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Puerperal  Pyrexia  ... 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

2 

1 

3 

Acute  Encephalitis 

— 

— 

— 

1 

— 

— • 

— 

I 
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Diphtheria  Immunisation. 

During  the  year  232  children  under  five  years  of  age  and  16 
children  between  the  ages  of  hve  and  14  years  were  immunised 
against  diphtheria. 

A further  292  children  between  the  ages  of  hve  and  14,  were 
given  a secondary  or  reinforcing  injection. 

This  work  is  carried  out  by  the  staff  of  the  Holland  County 
Council  Health  Department  and  by  medical  practitioners. 

The  hgures  provided  by  the  County  Medical  Officer  of  Health 
show  that  : 

52.3%  of  children  under  5 years 
and  78.9%  of  children  aged  5 — 14  years, 
had  been  immunised  by  the  31st  December,  1950. 

It  is  apparent  from  these  hgures  that  the  continued  absence 
of  cases  of  diphtheria  which  has  followed  the  immunisation  cam- 
paign, is  fostering  a false  sense  of  security  amongst  parents.  In 
my  opinion,  the  need  for  protection  is  greater  than  ever,  and  the 
reason  is  this  : Prior  to  the  diphtheria  immunisation  campaign,  a 
child  who  contracted  the  germ  usually  developed  diphtheria  and 
was  isolated  whilst  infectious.  Nowadays  an  immunised  child 
can  harbour  the  bacillus  and  yet  remain  healthy.  The  unpro- 
tected child  is  thus  exposed  to  a grave  risk. 

I trust  that  everyone  who  appreciates  this  point  will  become 
an  advocate  for  the  continued  need  for  immunisation. 


Tuberculosis. 

A register  of  all  cases  of  tuberculosis  is  kept  by  the  Health 
Department.  Newly  notified  cases  are  visited  by  one  of  the  Sani- 
tary Inspectors  so  that  details  of  living  conditions,  &c.,  may  be 
obtained.  Fumigation  work  is  carried  out  by  the  Department. 
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The  total  number  of  cases  on  the  register  is  90,  an  increase  of 
3 on  last  year's  figure  of  87.  15  cases  were  added  to  the  register 

during  the  year  and  12  cases  were  removed.  Of  the  12  removals 
6 were  due  to  death,  2 were  cured  and  4 persons  left  the  district. 

The  hgures  for  tuberculosis  show  no  sign  of  diminishing  and 
whilst  it  is  popular  to  lay  all  the  responsibility  at  the  door  of  the 
Health  Authority,  I feel  that  before  any  improvement  can  occur 
the  public  must  be  educated  and  willing  to  play  their  part.  I 
attribute  the  slowness  in  achieving  improvement  to  the  following 
factors  : 

(a)  The  attitude  of  the  average  person  to  tuberculosis.  It 
is  only  suspected  as  a cause  of  ill  health  after  precious  time  has 
been  wasted  on  patent  cough  medicines,  tonics,  &c.  The  public 
must  be  taught  that  immediate  investigation  and  treatment  is 
essential  if  the  disease  is  to  be  checked. 

(b)  Sanitorium  facilities  for  open  " cases  are  still  inade- 
quate. 

(c)  Though  the  housing  position  is  being  improved,  over- 
crowding is  still  an  important  factor. 


In  the  following  table  an  analysis  is  given  of  the  number  of 
new  cases  of  tuberculosis  and  the  number  of  deaths  in  the  various 
age  groups. 


Age  Period 

NEW  ' 

CASES 

DEATHS 

Non 

Pulmonary  Pulmonary 

M.  F.  M.  F. 

Pulmonary 

M.  F. 

Non 

Pulmonary 

M.  F. 

Under  5 

— 

— 



, .. 

5—15 

1 

— 

1 

1 

• — 

— 

■ — — ■ 

15—25 

1 

1 

2 

1 

■ — 

— 

. — — . 

25—35  ...  ... 

1 

3 

— 

— 

1 

1 — 

35  45  

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— — 

45—55  

1 

— 

— 

— 

1 

— 

1 — 

55—65  

2 

— 

— 

2 

— 

— — 

65  & over  ... 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— — 

Totals  

6 

4 

3 

2 

3 

1 

2 — 
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GENERAL  PROVISION  OF  HEALTH  SERVICES  FOR 

THE  AREA. 


(a)  Laboratory  Facilities. 

Public  Health  investigations  are  carried  out  at  Lincoln  and 
Peterborough  Public  Health  Laboratories.  The  Public  Health 
Laboratory  at  Lincoln  carries  out  bacteriological  and  blood  exami- 
nations. The  Public  Health  Laboratory  at  Peterborough  carries 
out  water,  milk  and  ice  cream  examinations.  There  has  been 
no  change  in  these  arrangements  since  1949. 

(b)  Ambulance  Facilities. 

An  efficient  and  comprehensive  service  is  maintained  by  the 
Transport  Department  of  the  County  Council. 

(c)  Home  Nursing. 

A home  nursing  service  is  provided  by  the  County  Council. 

(d)  Clinics  and  Treatment  Services. 

Infant  Welfare  Centres  and  Anti -natal  clinics  are  provided  by 
the  County  Council  at  Holbeach,  Long  Sutton  and  Sutton  Bridge. 

(e)  School  Medical  Inspection. 

All  school  children  in  this  district  have  a thorough  medical 
examination  on  : 

( 1 ) first  attending  school 

(2)  at  9 — 10  years  of  age 

and  (3)  in  their  final  year  at  school. 

By  this  means  many  defects  are  detected  and  the  child  referred 
to  the  appropriate  specialist  for  treatment,  and  when  necessary,  a 
recommendation  is  made  regarding  suitable  employment  on  leaving 
school. 

(f)  Hospitals. 

There  has  been  no  change  since  1949,  with  the  exception  of 
Holbeach  Hospital,  which  has  now  become  a general  practitioners’ 
hospital. 

(g)  Scabies. 

The  joint  scheme  commenced  in  1943  was  still  in  operation 
throughout  the  year.  No  cases  from  East  Elloe  were  treated  at 
the  Spalding  Treatment  Centre. 
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SANITARY  CIRCUMSTANCES  OF  THE  AREA. 


Social  Conditions. 

There  has  been  little  change  from  previous  years.  The  bulk 
of  the  adult  male  population  is  engaged  in  agricultural  work. 
Sugar  beet,  bulbs,  flowers  and  fruit  provide  seasonal  employment 
for  a large  proportion  of  the  adult  female  population. 

Flour  milling,  canning  of  fruit  and  vegetables,  agricultural 
implement  manufacture  and  timber  works  all  provide  employment 
in  the  area. 

Housing. 

As  more  and  more  families  are  installed  in  the  Councihs  new 
houses,  the  need  for  two  types  of  Council  houses  becomes  more 
apparent.  The  present  type  of  houses  are  suitable  for  the 
majority  of  families  in  this  district,  but  there  is  a number  of 
families  for  whom  a stronger  and  a more  easily  cleansed  house 
would  be  more  practicable. 

A full  report  on  the  housing  position  is  given  later  in  the 
report. 

Water  Supply  : 

I am  indebted  to  Mr.  H.  Rippin,  the  Council’s  Water 
Engineer  for  the  comprehensive  statistical  details  included  in  this 
section  of  the  Report. 

There  has  been  no  change  in  the  source  of  supply.  It  is 
purchased  from  Spalding  Urban  District  Council  and  delivered 
into  an  elevated  water  tank  at  Weston.  From  this  tank  it  is 
pumped  throughout  the  district.  Two  other  elevated  tanks  at 
Little  Sutton  and  Whaplode  Drove  operate  as  either  feed  or 
balancing  tanks. 

The  total  water  consumption  for  1950  was  183.685  million 
gallons  giving  a daily  average  of  503,263  gallons.  Owing  to  the 
large  agricultural  and  horticultural  demand  weather  conditions 
greatly  effect  consumption. 

Of  the  total  number  of  houses  within  the  area,  water  is  avail- 
able to  98%. 

A new  scheme  to  improve  supplies  and  meet  the  ever- 
increasing  demands  has  received  approval  in  principle  of  the 
Ministry  of  Local  Government  and  Planning. 

Spalding  U.D.C.  take  frequent  and  regular  samples  at  source 
for  chemical  and  bacteriological  examinations. 

Samples  are  also  taken  throughout  this  district  by  the  Sanitary 
Inspectors. 
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A typical  chemical  analysis  of  a sample  of  the  mains  water  is 
as  follows  : 


Chemical  Results  in  Parts  per  Million 

Appearance  : Bright  with  very  few  mineral  particles. 


Turbidity 

. Less  than  3 

Colour  

...  Nil 

Odour 

Nil 

Reaction  pH  

...  7.4 

Free  Co2  

13 

Electric  Conductivity  . . . 

...  620 

Total  Solids  

41o 

Chlorine  as  Chlorides  ... 

...  19 

Alkilinity  as  CaCo3 

235 

Hardness  : Total  335. 

Carbonate  235.  Non-carbonate  100 

Nitrate  Nitrogen  

...  0.0 

Nitrite  Nitrogen  ... 

Less  than  0.01 

Free  Ammonia 

...  0.0 

Oxygen  absorbed  .. 

0.25 

Albuminoid  Ammonia  . . . 

...  0.0 

Residual  Chlorine  . 

Absent 

Metals 

Absent 

Fluorine  ; 

...  0.1 

‘‘  This  sample  is  practically  clear  and  bright  in  appearance, 
neutral  in  reaction  and  free  from  iron  and  other  metals.  The 
water  is  very  hard  in  character  though  not  excessively  so  and  it 
contains  no  excess  of  salinity  or  mineral  constituents  in  solution. 
It  is  of  the  highest  standard  of  organic  quality. 

From  the  aspect  of  the  chemical  analysis  these  results  are 
consistant  with  a pure  and  wholesome  water  suitable  for  drinking 
and  domestic  purposes  apart  from  the  objection  that  the  supply 
tends  to  be  very  hard.” 

Reports  on  the  bacteriological  examination  of  eight  samples  of 
mains  water  have  given  without  variation  the  following  results  : — 

” Probable  No.  of  B.Coli.  bacilli,  MacConkey  2 days  37 °C. 

Nil  per  100ml.  No  streptocci  found  in  10c. c.  The  water 

is  satisfactory.” 

The  following  table  indicates  for  each  parish  the  number  of 
dwelling  houses  and  the  approximate  population  supplied  from 
public  water  mains,  either  direct  to  the  house  (including  houses 
where  the  supply  is  by  means  of  a stand  tap  placed  in  the  curtilage 
of  the  house)  or  by  means  of  stand  pipes  fitted  to  the  main  and 
supplying  several  houses.  It  also  indicates  where  mains  water 
is  available  but  is  not  taken  and  where  mains  water  is  not  available. 
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The  following  sections  of  the  report  deal,  in  the  main,  with  the 
work  of  the  Sanitary  Inspectors  to  whom  I am  indebted  for  their 
compilation. 

Drainage  and  Sewerage  ; 

There  has  been  little  change  in  the  drainage  and  sewerage 
arrangements  and  conditions  are  generally  as  in  previous  years. 

The  urgent  need  for  Sewerage  schemes  in  the  townships  of 
Holbeach,  Long  Sutton  and  Sutton  Bridge  has,  of  course,  been 
appreciated  by  the  Council  and  detailed  schemes  were  submitted  to 
the  Ministry  of  Health  in  1948. 

Practically  all  the  post-war  Council  housing  estates  are  pro- 
vided with  sewerage  disposal  plants.  Maintenance  is  carried  out 
by  the  Health  Department.  At  times  complaints  are  made  of 
nuisance  due  to  smell  and  efforts  are  being  made  to  deal  with  this 
problem  which  is  aggravated  by  the  proximity  of  certain  of  the 
plants  to  dwellings.  Troubles  are  also  experienced  at  times  due  to 
voltage  drop.  This  has  meant  very  frequent  visits  to  check 
whether  plants  were  functioning  or  not. 

Public  Conveniences  : 

Satisfactory  public  conveniences  for  men  and  women  are  pro- 
vided at  Holbeach,  Long  Sutton  and  Sutton  Bridge. 

Public  Cleansing  : 

The  Health  Department  is  responsible  for  the  collection  of 
domestic  and  trade  refuse,  salvage,  the  emptying  of  sanitary  pails, 
privy  vaults  and  cesspools,  and  the  disposal  of  the  waste  materials. 
Brief  notes  are  given  below  on  the  various  sections  of  the  Cleansing 
Service. 

(a)  Refuse  Collection  and  Disposal. — A weekly  kerbside 
collection  is  given  to  about  3,700  premises  in  the  urban  parts  of 
Holbeach,  Fleet,  Gedney,  Long  Sutton,  Sutton  Bridge,  Button, 
Gedney  Dyke,  Holbeach  Hum  and  Whaplode  and  to  those 
properties  lying  on  the  roads  between  these  villages.  Modern 
side  and  rear  loading  vehicles  of  a large  capacity  are  used  for 
the  work. 

Disposal  of  the  refuse  is  by  controlled  tipping  carried  out 
conscientiously  and  with  the  minimum  of  nuisance.  Two  large 
dumping  sites  are  being  used  for  this  purpose  and,  though  one  of 
the  sites  is  at  the  side  of  the  main  road  and  within  a few  yards  of 
domestic  dwellings,  no  complaints  have  been  made  regarding 
nuisance  etc.  As  sections  of  the  sites  are  completed  they  are 
being  handed  over  for  agriculture  or  horticultural  purposes.  As  a 
result  of  this  work  a derelict  parish  pit,  a constant  source  of 
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nuisance  and  complaint  to  nearby  dwellings  for  many  years,  is  now 
being  converted  into  a well  kept  and  attractive  horticultural 
exhibition  site  which  is  greatly  enhancing  the  approach  to  Holbeach 
from  Spalding. 

Experience  has  indicated  that  the  most  effective  and  efficient 
arrangements  in  connection  with  controlled  tipping  are  : 

(i.)  That  the  dumping  sites  should  be  large  in  size  and  few  in 
number.  Numerous  small  sites,  scattered  around  the  district 
cannot  be  well  maintained  without  a large  staff  and  tend  to  give 
rise  to  nuisance. 

(ii.)  Sites  should  be  owned  by  the  local  authority.  This 
enables  proper  control  to  be  exercised  over  the  dumps,  giving  the 
authority  the  beneht  of  the  land  improvement  work  they  have 
undertaken,  and  ensures  them  of  security  of  tenure  and  freedom  of 
action,  which  would  not  otherwise  obtain. 

(b)  Salvage  Collection  and  Disposal. — In  the  urban  areas 
salvage  is  collected  at  the  same  time  as  refuse,  a trailer  being  used 
for  the  purpose. 

A fortnightly  kerbside  collection  is  made  in  the  rural  parts 
of  the  district.  The  word  salvage  covers  such  a multitude  of 
materials  that  this  service  is  virtually  one  of  refuse  collection. 
Revision  of  the  routes  is  to  be  carried  out  and  when  this  has  been 
done  it  is  hoped  to  be  able  to  provide  a complete  refuse  collection 
service  in  all  parts  of  the  district. 

Paper,  cardboard  and  textiles  form  the  bulk  of  the  materials 
salvaged  and  sold.  During  1949  great  difficulty  was  experienced 
in  disposing  of  paper  but  the  position  slowly  improved  during  1950 
and  the  price  rose  from  £3  to  £7  15s.  per  ton. 


Details  are  given  below  of  the  weights  and  values  of  salvage 
sold  during  1950. 


OV/J-VJ.  JL.  ^ V ♦ 

Tons 

cwts. 

qrs. 

£ 

s. 

d. 

Baled  paper  and  cardboard 

171 

14 

1 

885 

14 

6 

Cartons  (est.  weight)  

3 

12 

1 

43 

6 

6 

Textiles  (rags,  sacking,  string) 

7 

5 

0 

110 

6 

6 

Rubber  

9 

16 

0 

10 

9 

0 

Bones  

2 

1 

1 

14 

8 

9 

Sundries  

5 

5 

0 

24 

6 

9 

199 

13 

3 

£1088 

12 

0 

Sales  were  over  £300  more  than  those  in  1949  and  would  have 
been  much  higher  but  for  the  extremely  low  paper  prices  prevail- 
ing at  the  beginning  of  the  year. 
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(c)  Sanitary  Pail  Collection  and  Disposal.  — A weekly 
collection  is  made  from  about  900  premises  in  the  urban  parts  of 
Holbeach,  Long  Sutton  and  Sutton  Bridge.  Although  the  work 
is  carried  on  as  hygienically  as  possible  by  using  a modem  type 
cesspool  emptier  the  service  does  cause  a varying  degree  of 
nuisance  particularly  to  passers  by  in  the  street. 

Disposal  is  by  composting  with  straw  in  tanks  and  the  product 
is  ploughed  into  land  used  for  horticultural  purposes. 

(d)  Cesspool  and  Vault  Emptying.  — This  work  is  carried 
out  with  modern  cesspool  emptiers.  Delivery  of  another  1,100 
gallons  machine  was  made  in  July,  1950. 

During  the  year  a total  of  4,646  cesspools  and  vaults  were 
emptied.  This  is  an  increase  of  over  600  on  last  year’s  figure.  This 
continued  increase  is  bringing  in  its  train  very  considerable 
problems  in  connection  with  disposal. 

The  cesspool  emptiers  are  also  used  in  connection  with  the 
desludging  of  the  small  sewage  disposal  plants  which  have  been 
provided  at  the  post-war  Council  housing  sites. 


HOUSING 

Steady  progress  is  being  made  in  developing  Council  Housing 
Sites.  The  position  at  25th  May,  1951,  is  shown  below  : 

(a)  Permanent  Houses. 

Houses  erected  under  all  schemes  prior  to  1945  ...  869 

Houses  completed  since  1945  326 

Houses  under  erection  144 

Further  houses  proposed  for  erection  230 

(b)  Temporary  Houses. 

Number  erected  at  Holbeach  and  Sutton  Bridge  ...  69 

Number  of  ex-R.A.F.  Hutments  converted  at 
Sutton  Bridge 42 

Progress  made  in  housing  during  1950  is  briefly  set  out  below: 

No.  of  dwellings  completed  by  Council 54 

No.  of  dwellings  completed  by  private  enterprise  28 
No.  of  dwellings  in  course  of  erection  by  Council  84 

No.  of  dwellings  in  course  of  erection  by  private 
enterprise  30 

Reference  was  made  in  last  year’s  report  to  the  problems 
arising  out  of  the  higher  rents  charged  for  the  post-war  houses. 
No  solution  appears  to  have  been  found. 


16 


Much  of  the  property  in  the  district  is  in  need  of  repair  and 
attention.  Post-war  repair  costs  and  pre-war  rents  provide  a 
problem  for  owners  who  wish  to  keep  their  properties  in  a satis- 
factory condition.  The  bad  landlord  uses  it  as  yet  another  excuse 
to  avoid  doing  any  repairs. 

Many  of  the  older  properties  cannot  be  repaired  at  reasonable 
cost  and  in  ordinary  times  would  be  demolished.  Local  authorities 
are  often  in  the  position  that  they  are  not  able  to  carry  out  the 
procedure  as  laid  down  by  the  Housing  Act,  1936,  and  yet  they 
still  have  an  obligation  to  take  action  of  some  kind  or  other  to 
improve  housing  conditions.  The  service  of  Notices  under  the 
Public  Health  Act,  1936,  cannot  be  regarded  as  satisfactory  when 
the  appropriate  action  is  obviously  under  the  Housing  Acts. 

A Public  Inquiry  was  held  during  the  year  in  respect  of  six 
properties,  scheduled  for  clearance  in  1939.  The  Ministry  con- 
firmed the  Orders. 


INSPECTION  AND  SUPERVISION  OF  FOOD 

There  is  an  increasing  awareness  of  the  importance  of  clean 
and  safe  food.  Many  of  the  apparently  unexplained  cases  of 
illness  are  probably  due  to  food  poisoning  in  some  form  or  other. 
Owing  to  the  short  duration  of  many  of  these  attacks  the  doctor  is 
rarely  consulted  and  so  they  are  not  known  so  far  as  the  Health 
Department  is  concerned.  It  is,  unfortunately,  only  when  cases 
are  serious  in  character  that  the  doctor  is  consulted  and  a notifica- 
tion made  to  the  Health  Department.  Investigations  can  then 
be  made  and  steps  taken  to  avoid  the  recurrence  of  the  conditions 
leading  to  the  illness. 

Efforts  are  being  made  to  make  the  trades  fully  aware  of  all 
the  precautions  that  should  be  taken  in  handling  food  and  a 
number  of  applications  have  been  received  for  Clean  Food 
Certificates.  These  Certificates  are  not  issued  until  the  Health 
Department  is  satisfied  that  the  conditions  at  the  premises  are  such 
that  the  requirements  of  the  appropriate  Code  of  Practice  can  be 
complied  with  in  full.  It  is  felt  that  the  time  has  come  when  all 
food  premises  should  comply  with  The  Codes  of  Practice.  These 
codes  do  not  require  the  provision  of  elaborate  apparatus  but 
rather  provision  of  common-sense  things  such  as  a plentiful  supply 
of  hot  water,  soap,  towels  and  so  on.  Unfortunately,  owing  to 
the  lack  of  main  drainage,  there  are  difficulties  at  times  in  the 
shopping  centres  of  the  district  in  providing  proper  facilities.  It 
is  felt,  however,  that  there  would  be  few  traders  who  would  not 
voluntarily  comply  if  it  were  possible  for  them  to  do  so. 


17 


However  it  has  to  be  stressed  that  improving  facilities  and 
cleanliness  in  shops  and  similar  premises  is  of  little  avail  unless 
similar  care  is  taken  in  the  home.  Such  care  depends  again  to  an 
extent  on  the  facilities  available  in  the  home.  In  the  end  it  would 
appear  to  come  down  to  the  problem  of  education  of  food 
handlers  whether  in  shop  or  home,  and  it  is  felt  that  there  will 
never  be  any  real  improvement  until  the  question  of  education  in 
food  hygiene  is  seriously  taken  up  by  the  education  authorities. 

(a)  Milk.  Since  the  coming  into  operation  of  the  Milk  & 
Dairies  Regulations,  1949,  and  the  Milk  and  Dairies  (Pasteurised 
Milk)  Regulations,  1949,  on  the  1st  October,  1949,  this  authority 
is  now  only  responsible  for  the  distribution  of  milk.  This 
responsibility  includes  the  registration  of  distributors  and  their 
dairy  premises  and  also  the  licensing  of  dealers  in  designated 
milks. 

During  the  year  the  majority  of  milk  distributors  in  the  district 
have  carried  out  improvements  to  their  dairy  premises  to  bring 
them  into  compliance  with  the  regulations.  In  one  instance  where 
it  was  not  possible  to  provide  suitable  dairy  premises  the 
distributor  concerned  changed  over  to  the  sale  of  bottled 
pasteurised  milk.  In  another  instance  the  distributor  concerned 
arranged  to  share  registered  premises  with  another  dairyman. 

The  sale  of  bottled  pasteurised  milk  has  increased  during  the 
past  years  throughout  the  district,  the  milk  coming  from  three 
large  pasteurising  plants  outside  the  area.  A fair  proportion  of 
the  remaining  milk  is  supplied  in  bulk  to  distributors  by  the  large 
pasteurising  plants.  The  amount  of  raw  milk  now  being  sold  is 
assuming  a very  small  proportion  of  the  total  milk  sold  in  the 
area. 


Sampling.— Eight  samples  of  bottled  pasteurised  milk  were 
taken  during  the  year.  Unsatisfactory  results  in  connection  with 
any  of  the  samples  were  passed  to  the  licensing  authorities  of  the 
areas  where  the  milk  was  produced. 

(b)  Ice  Cream.  — There  is  only  one  manufacturer  of  ice 
cream  in  the  district.  His  premises  and  methods  are  satisfactory 
and  comply  with  the  Ice  Cream  (Heat  Treatment)  Regulations. 

38  Premises  are  registered  for  the  sale  of  ice  cream.  Wrapped 
ice  cream  being  sold  in  the  majority  of  cases. 

44  samples  of  ice  cream  have  been  taken  during  the  year  and 
submitted  for  examination  to  the  Public  Health  Laborator}^ 

Details  and  results  of  the  examinations  are  given  below  : 
Type  of  Sample  Where  Produced  Methylene  Blue 

Loose  Wrapped  E.E.R.D.C.  Outside  Area  Provisional  Grade 

12  3 4 

14  30  7 37  14  14  13  3 
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(c)  Meat  Inspection. — Commercial  slaughter  of  animals  for 
human  comsumption  is  not  carried  out  in  this  district  and  usually 
only  a limited  number  of  carcases  are  inspected,  i.e.,  cottagers’ 
pigs,  half  of  which  are  to  be  sold  to  the  Ministry  of  Food  or 
animals  slaughtered  for  emergency  reasons. 

(d)  Food  Inspection. — The  following  foodstuffs  generally  in 
the  possession  of  local  traders  were  voluntarily  surrendered  and 
destroyed  during  the  year. 

665  tins  of  Canned  Foods 
10  jars  of  Preserves 
46  pks.  of  Cream  Crackers 
86  lbs.  of  Dried  Fruit 
22  lbs.  of  Cheese  trimmings. 

173  lbs.  of  Mutton 

147  lbs  of  Beef. 

CONTROL  OF  INFESTATION 

(a)  Rodent  Control. — A new  act,  the  Prevention  of  Damage 
by  Pests  Act,  1949,  came  into  operation  on  the  31st  March,  1950. 
Duties  under  this  Act  are  now  directly  vested  in  the  local 
authority  and  the  Act  emphasises  the  primary  obligation  upon  the 
local  authority  to  ensure  that,  as  far  as  is  practicable  its  area  is  kept 
free  from  rats  and  mice.  Under  the  repealed  Rats  and  Mice 
(Destruction)  Act,  1919,  the  primary  duty  was  laid  upon  the 
individual  occupier.  The  new  Act  greatly  strengthens  the  powers 
of  the  local  authorities  and  furnishes  them  with  the  means  of 
achieving  radical  improvement  in  the  control  of  rats  and  mice. 

The  control  scheme  at  present  in  operation  in  this  district  is 
approved  by  the  Minisitry  of  Agriculture  and  Fisheries,  Infestation 
Control  Division,  and  so  ranks  for  grant. 

A part-time  rodent  operator  is  employed  on  rodent  control 
work.  Regular  attention  was  given  during  the  year  to  all  the 
Council’s  Refuse  Dumps.  Treatment  of  domestic  and  business 
premises  were  made  wherever  infestations  were  found.  Survey 
work  throughout  the  district  was  carried  out  as  often  as  possible. 

(b)  Insect  Control.  Disinfestation  against  insect  pests  is 
carried  out  whenever  requests  are  made.  A charge  is  made  in 
connection  with  this  work. 

Regular  treatments  of  the  Council’s  Refuse  Dumps  to  prevent 
nuisance  were  carried  out  during  the  summer  months. 

FACTORIES  ACTS,  1937-1948 

During  the  year  17  inspections  were  made  of  factory  premises 
in  the  district.  Four  written  notices  were  served  in  connection 
with  insufficient  or  unsuitable  sanitary  conveniences.  There  were 
no  prosecutions. 
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